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VENETIAN PARK ESTATES
8885 S Tamiami Trail
Sarasota FL 34238
Office: (941) 966-4622 

website: www.VPEonline.com 
email address: venetianparkestates@comcast.net

Please note – call Community Media – 
941-375-3699 for ALL ADS, or e-mail 

darin@communitymedia.com

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR UPCOMING 
GONDOLIER:

March 2023: Deadline is February 15th, 2023
cassiedionne@yahoo.com

BOARD OFFICERS:
Irving Rubin......................................President
Tracy Clay........................................Vice President
Sarah Ruebesam.............................Secretary
Mike Anderson..................................Treasurer

Jay Andrews.....................................Director 
Louise Novak....................................Director 
Paul Censki......................................Director 
Pat McGee.......................................Director 
Ed Hofffman......................................Director 

GONDOLIER STAFF:
Submissions........................Cassie Dionne.......... 603-361-4313........cassiedionne@yahoo.com
Anniversaries/Birthdays.....Sue Loolen 
Sunshine Reporter..............Cassie Dionne
Activities..............................Gina Miller
Getting To Know You...........Amy Newman

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE:
Gina Miller........................................ Chair
Jan Coble......................................... Vice Chair
Sue Loolen....................................... Secretary
Diane McElhaney............................. Treasurer

Bonni Andrews................................. Trustee
Selma Ridenour................................ Trustee
Bobbi Clay........................................ Trustee

Safety committee.................vacant
Recipes.................................Cheryl Smith
Household Hints..................Nancy Garrett

Couriers................................ Jay and Bonni Andrews, Diane McElhaney, Pat Morales, Pat McGee, Gina and Paul Miller

Weekly Activities
Mondays:
Shuffle 9:30am
Water aerobics 10am 
All in Holdem 1:00 pm 
Aggravation 6:30 pm
Pegs & Jokers 6:30 pm
Euchre 7pm

Tuesdays:
Low impact aerobics 9am
Shuffle 9:30am
Bingo 6:30 pm

Wednesdays:
Water Aerobics 10am
Mexican Dominoes 6:30pm

Thursdays:
Low impact aerobics 9am
Shuffle 9:30am
Hold'em 5pm

Fridays:
Water aerobics 10am
Hold'em 1pm
Hand and Foot 6:30pm
Cribbage 6:30pm

Sundays:
Cornhole 2pm

Watch the bulletin board and our FaceBook page for any changes
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Advertising Policy: Advertising in this Newsletter is offered at the sole 
discretion of Community Media. Community Media reserves the right to 
refuse, limit, and/or reject advertising for any reason. Community Media, 
at its sole discretion, may restrict the number of advertisers in certain 
categories or offer exclusive/semi exclusive agreements as it is sees fit.

DEADLINE FOR
MARCH 2023 SUBMISSIONS

IS 2/15/23. Send to cassiedionne@yahoo.com

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
by Amy Newman

Irv Rubin was born and raised as 
an only child into a Jewish home in 
The Bronx, living in a segregated 
community, similarly as those of 
other nationalities at that time. His 
father owned a produce store right 

at the top of the subway to Manhattan in which Irv 
helped out with deliveries, especially when his father 
was drafted in 1944 toward the end of the war. He 
graduated from a trade high school in Manhattan 
and then attended a Brooklyn community college 
trade school, having spent many hours traversing 
from one end of the subway to the other pursuing 
an education. Not adverse to travel, after earning 
a degree in mechanical technology at the 2-year 
trade school, he completed his engineering degree 
in 1960 from Montana University.
Irv worked for 34 years for ASCO (Automatic Switch 
Company) in quality control, match-mold dyes and 
procedures, and ultimately retired as a purchasing 
agent. Simultaneously, Irv served in the Army 
Reserve 6 years during the time of the Berlin Crisis 
and then owned a premier and thriving scuba/dive 
shop in New Jersey, having taught scuba to 4,000 
people through the local YMCA. Wreck diving was 
very popular.

Irv has 2 adopted sons from his first marriage and 
3 stepsons. 
When Irv retired at age 55 he and his wife Gloria 
moved to Florida, and with Gloria’s help, continued 
to arrange dive trips to the Caribbean, among 
others. They owned a boat for 10 years and also 
enjoyed a season living on Siesta Key followed by 
a community on Swift & Constitution, and finally, 
the Rubins moved to 2127 Ca’D’Or in 2012. For 
23 years of his now-30 years of retirement, at each 
place they lived, Irv has served on the Board of his 
community as President with a vision of not living in 
the past but of looking toward the future. He is our 
current VPE president and also served the same 
from 2012-2014. 

Sadly, Irv’s wife Gloria passed away in the summer 
of 2021 and Irv was overwhelmed with the 
“doldrums.” He found solace in his grief by once 
again volunteering on our VPE Board. He is a fixture 
every morning during the week at the clubhouse 

where he indefatigably tackles his President work 
and coincidentally has found new purpose in the 
loss of his beloved Gloria. He also heads up the 
park’s Texas Hold’em games on Monday and 
Friday, having had a long-time hobby of playing, 
both at casinos and online. He even recounted a 
time he won an online tourney with 7,000 players 
and was then able to compete in Las Vegas where 
he gave his opponents each a bag of shark’s teeth, 
earning the title of “The Shark Man.”

Irv says VPE is a friendly place and enjoys the 
diversity of all of the different regions represented 
in people that make up our park. He keeps in touch 
weekly with former neighbor Jeff Palumbo and 
spends every Wednesday afternoon at his stepson’s 
home in Nokomis where they enjoy bagels and lox. 
Stop in to the clubhouse to say hello to Irv or shuffle 
in and join the Texas Hold’em gang. He is one of 
the many unique people that make up VPE, absorb 
his energy and emulate his example of living your 
senior years to the fullest. 
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NEWS FROM YOUR
ACTIVITIES BOARD

By Gina Miller

Happy February! We’ve been 
through a cold spell and by 
now we are hopefully back to 
normal Florida weather. At the 
very least, being in the cold spell 
here was not as bad as being up 

north and shoveling snow! 
It is making me happy to see that many of our 
newer residents are joining in the activities and we 
are all getting acquainted as a community again. 
Covid took that away from us and I for one am 
happy to see people out and about and enjoying 
their neighbors and friends!
We have a busy February planned for you. From 
February 1-4 the clubhouse will be closed for our 
flea market prep and sale. The pool will still be 
open, as well as the restrooms. This is our biggest 
fundraiser of the year and where we get the money 
for our other activities. It takes a lot of volunteers, 
but it is also a lot of fun and you meet new people. 
On February 8, we will have an activities meeting. 
Please attend and see what is planned and bring 
us any ideas you have for activities for the next 
season. The next season gets planned in April, so if 
you have ideas, let us know.
On the 11th of February is a coffee. We will have 
attorney Harlan Domber come to answer any 
questions about owning here at VPE. Please sign 
up at the clubhouse before the coffee.
On February 17th, Calvary’s Hill, a traveling quartet 
that was here
last year and was really enjoyed, will be back to 
entertain us. They don’t charge a fee for performing 
but we will ask for a free will offering.
On February 26, at 7pm we have my personal 
favorite entertainer, Jimmy Mazz, returning to VPE. 
He has performed in Atlantic City and Las Vegas. 
He always does a fantastic show and we are lucky 
to book him. He lives in Venice in the winter and 
performs all over. He is doing his show called 
Songs Across America with music for every taste. 
Don’t miss it!
Have a wonderful February and stay healthy and 
safe.

FLEA MARKET
FEBRUARY 3 & 4, 2023

NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR SET UP IN
 CLUBHOUSE ON WED., FEB. 1ST. 

ALSO FOR FEB. 5TH TO TAKE DOWN.

CAPTAINS MEETING IN CLUBHOUSE 
JAN. 24TH, 11:00AM

CUT OFF DATE FOR ITEMS IS JAN. 26TH. 
PLEASE… NO ITEMS AFER THIS DATE

CAPTAINS, PLEASE GIVE ME A LIST OF 
ALL YOUR VOLUNTEERS AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE.

ANYONE WANTING TO VOLUNTEER WHO 
IS NOT ON A COMMITTEE, PLEASE CALL…

PAT MORALES
941-451-8680
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AMS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

Call Today!
800-522-3134
239-543-1515

SERVING:
• Sarasota County
• Charlotte County
• Lee County

The Very Best In: Window Replacement, Aluminum Roofovers, & Enclosures

Window Replacements
Built for Florida’s Climate

Aluminum Roofovers
Energy Star Compliant

Glass & Acrylic Enclosures
Turn your screen room into a livable lanai

We also Specialize in Vinyl Siding • Carports • Sheds • Screen Rooms
Serving your community for over 35 years.

Great Price • Great Products • Great Workmanship
Your neighbors have used us.  How About You?

Visit www.AMSOFFLA.com and view our informative video
FL State Certified • Licensed & Insured

General Contractor CG CO33977 • Roofing Contractor CC CO42787

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

(with approved credit)

FREE ESTIMATES
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available

Our
Estimates
are always

FREE

SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY CALLING US TODAY TO GET YOUR PROJECT STARTED! 

Lifetime Transferable Warranty Insurance Roof Certifications

• A+ Better Business Bureau Rating
• People’s Choice Award Winner
• Over 35 Years in Business

SAVE THIS FLYER FOR 10% OFF

• Energy Efficient
• Hurricane Rated
• Lifetime Warranty

Your #1 Mobile Home Roofing Company Since 1984
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LAW OFFICE OF

HARLAN R. DOMBER, P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR

AT LAW

HARLAN R. DOMBER
BOARD CERTIFIED

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY

SUITE L-1
3900 CLARK ROAD

SARASOTA, FL 34233

(941) 923-9930
(800) 804-9930
(941) 923-3400FAX

MOBILE HOME ROOFING

• Lifetime Transferable Warranty
• Energy Efficient
• Protects Your Home
• Roof Insurance Certifications
• Financing Available
• FREE Estimates

FREE
VIDEO ROOF INSPECTIONS

LICENSED & INSURED #CCC1327406 • CBC1259006

1.877.572.1019
AllFloridaRoofs.com

Family Owned
& Operated

"The House of Possibilities
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WHAT IS A GRANDMOTHER
By A Third Grader

A grandmother is a lady who has no children 
of her own. She likes other people’s little girls. A 
grandfather is a man grandmother. He goes for 
walks with boys and they talk about fishing and 
tractors and things like that. Grandmas don’t have 
to do anything except just be there. They are so old 
they shouldn’t run. It is enough if they drive us to the 
market where the “pretend horse” is and have lots 
of dimes, or if they take us for a walk, slow down 
past things like pretty leaves and caterpillars. They 
should never say “hurry up”. Usually they are fat, 
but not too fat to tie your shoes. They wear glasses 
and funny underwear. They can take their teeth and 
gums off. It is better if they don’t typewrite or play 
cards except with us. They don’t have to be smart, 
only answer questions like ”Why do dogs hate 
cats/?” or “How come God isn’t married?”. They do 
not talk baby talk like visitors do because it is hard 
to understand. When they read to us they don’t skip 
over anything or mind if it is the same story again. 
Everybody should try to have one, especially, if you 
don’t have a television because Grandmas are the 
only grownups who have got time.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 	 Bill Kalchik 
4 	 Debra Winans 
8 	 Patty Boston 
 	 Dawn Gasak 
10 	 Alma Zabel 
11 	 Neta Conrad
 	 Ivan Lemke 
17 	 Len Pagano 
18 	 Debbie Phillips
20 	 Linda Longto
24 	 Bernie Koenig
27 	 John Fortin
 	 Al Genestra
29 	 Greg Ryan

ANNIVERSARIES
Brad and Debra Winans	 February 6
George and Linda Barnet	 February 19, 1971
Alan and Linda Nelson	 February 27, 1971

BINGO!
By Bonni Andrews

Welcome back everyone to 
season 2023. On Dec. 20th the 
progressive pot was won by 
Barbara Moore and yours truly. 
We split it and it was a nice win. 
Sue Loolen, Joan Barone and 
Jan Kostrzewski shared Cookie 

Jar #1. The progressive consolation pot was won 
by Sandy Johnson.
This just in… on Jan.17th, Dorrene Moser won the 
progressive pot. Congrats to 
all the winners. Hope we get 
back to a normal schedule 
now that the holidays are over. 
Bonni and committee

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

THANK YOU!
Look around outside and in our facilities. You will 
see evidence of hard workers keeping our park the 
beautiful place that it is. These workers seek no 
reward other thanthat of service to others. Residents 
step up to lead activities, organize events, open/
close the pool, clean up and set up the clubhouse, 
lead the coffees, clean/stock the kitchen, landscape 
the grounds, serve on the Board and committees, 
run errands for elderly neighbors and so much 
more. The secret: new friendships made, memories 
made, lots of laughing and the joy of a task well 
done. Thank you to all of our volunteers. VPE is 
a community because of you. Activity Committee 
members, Board members can get you connected. 
Won’t you join us?
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

by Cheryl Smith

If you are looking for a Super 
Bowl appetizer that is a little 
different, this recipe might work 
for you. It also makes a good 
healthy after-school snack.

Cheryl Smith

Zucchini Pizza Bites
2 large zucchini 
½ C. pizza or tomato sauce
1 t. oregano
2 C. mozzarella cheese
¼ C. Parmesan cheese
toppings as desired

Preheat oven to 450 degrees F. 
Line a baking sheet with foil and spray with 
cooking spray.
Slice the zucchini 1/4 in thick. Place on baking 
sheet and sprinkle with salt. 
Top zucchini slices with pizza sauce, oregano, 
mozzarella and parmesan cheeses. 
Add your favorite toppings . Bake 5 min or until 
zucchini is tender
Broil 5 min or until cheese is bubbly and melted.

BAD DAD JOKES
Q. How do groundhogs smell?
A. With their noses, just like everyone else.

Q. What happened when the groundhog met the 
dogcatcher?
A. He became a pound hog.

Q. Why did the skeleton break up with her boyfriend 
before Valentine’s Day?
A. Her heart wasn’t in it.

Q. How can you save money on Valentine’s gifts?
A. Become single.

Q. Why didn’t the two dogs make plans for 
Valentine’s Day?
A. It was just puppy love.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
CALVARY'S HILL QUARTET

Friday, February 17, 2023
6:30pm at the VPE Clubhouse

There is no charge, but a Free Will donation 
will be taken. If you prefer, you may write a tax 
deductible check to Calvary's Hill Quartet.

COFFEE
A representative of a home 
insurance company will attend our 
coffee on Feb. 11 to discuss and 
answer questions about home 
insurance.

Attorney Harlan Domber will attend 
the coffee on Feb. 25 to answer 
any questions on real estate. Have 
your questions in mind and get yours answers. 
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(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885

ESTIMATES &
SMILES ALWAYS FREE

Quality Workmanship Honest Pricing

• Vapor / Moisture Barrier
• Underhome Encapsulated Insulation
• Hurricane Tie-Down Anchors 10 Yrs Exp.

2nd

Generation
2nd

Generation
Specialist

Mobile Home

We Keep rodents, snakes, 
spiders, bugs, mold, mildew, 
and damaging moisture out of 
your home!

We Keep rodents, snakes, 
spiders, bugs, mold, mildew, 
and damaging moisture out of 
your home!

BEFORE

AFTER

To our valued customers:

Our top priority is the health and safety of our employees and our customers.  Our employees are 
closely following the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines and recommendations, like 
frequent hand washing, social distancing, and staying home if they are feeling ill.

We have taken steps to limit exposure to the virus by making our customers aware that there is no 
need to have any contact with our employees if you choose to do so.  Our business falls under the 
state’s guidelines as “Essential Business”.  

We want to build a great relationship with you.  Call today for your Free Inspection. (800) 377-7885
       Stay Safe and Continued Good Health.
       Underhome Armor Family

FAMILY
OPERATED

LIC. # IH-1110636
INSURED

FAMILY OPERATED
FL State General

Contractor Lic. # 1531303
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MUSIC NIGHT OUT
by Jeff Palumbo

Wonderful time at our Music Night Out at Mattisons City 
Grille! We still had 44 fun-loving people come even after 
others couldn't make it, and it was 3 hours of good food, 
music, dancing and friendly conversations. Thanks to all 
who came, loved seeing old and new friends!
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SUNSHINE NEWS

by Cassie Dionne

12/25/22: Tim Seitz 
passed away after 
a sudden illness. 
So well known in 
the park, there 
are many who feel 
his loss. We offer 
our deepest sympathy to his wife, Pam and their 
families. Cards may be sent to Pam Seitz and family,
2112 Palazza Dr. Sarasota. email: pamandtim@
aol.com. ph 937-409-3016.

1/13/23: Selma Ridenour died at home with her 
family, after a short illness. She was active in the 
park, volunteering every winter of her years here. 
A current member of the Activities Committee. You 
could often find her at the pool, which she enjoyed so 
much. We miss you Selma. Messages of sympathy 
can be sent to her daughter Monica Power and 
son Ty Ross and their families to Selma’s Indiana 
address: 59 W White St. Frankfort, IN 46041

Jan. 2023: Debby Sullivan 
lost her sister recently. 
Also their brother died 
last year. We send 
condolences to her and 
her family at this sad time. 
Debby Sullivan 2134 
Ca D Oro Dr. Sarasota. 
email:sully32251@aol.
com.

To all of you who are grieving, your friends and 
neighbors in Venetian Park care.

Sarasota Activity Center
Calling all active adults age 55+ for classes, 

games & fun!   
Monday-Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm
1888 Brother Geenen Way, Sarasota

941-955-2122

Adult Day Care/Caregiver Resources
Weekday respite, engaging program for 

participants with dementia or frailties of aging.
Monday-Friday, 8:30am - 3:00pm

1820 Brother Geenen Way, Sarasota
941-556-3268

Two exceptional program options:

See our website for details 
and virtual tour www.friendshipcenters.org
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WELCOME BACK PARTY - OMELETS FOR DINNER!

CHRISTMAS 2022
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NEW YEARS EVE 2023
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SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

ESTIMATES
FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

STATE CERTIFIED
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CGC# 004138

STATE LICENSED
MOBILE HOME INSTALLER

IH# 102549/1 

941.343.8022     800.681.3772

A+ Rated

COVID-19 NOTICE:
We are taking as many precautions as we can to ensure not only our workers 
safety but yours as well. We are checking employee temperatures daily, limiting 
contact between crews, and offering no customer contact if you choose.
We are an “Essential Business” and here for you when you need us.  

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED
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• Lifetime Vapor Barrier • Guaranteed for Life 
• Prevent Soft Floors • Keep Mold, Mildew, Rats, Snakes, Spiders, Ants, 

Roaches and Moisture OUT of Your House! • Lower Your Electric Bills

941-448-3577

• Insured • Bonded • Workman's Compensation Insurance
• Member: National Association of Mold Professionals

FLORIDA ANCHOR AND BARRIER COMPANY

Licensed by the 
State of Florida
#IH/102549/1

Toll Free - 800-681-3772

FREE ESTIMATES

Family Owned
& Operated

Military
& SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

INSIST on 8 ft. WIDE VAPOR BARRIER for a SEAMLESS FIT!

Insulation Under Your Home Falling Down?
Holes and Tears in Your
Vapor /Moisture Barrier?

Photographs
Taken of

Damaged Areas

Insulation and
Vapor Barrier Repairs

Only with this COUPON

FREE
UNDER HOME
INSPECTION

A+ Rated

COVID-19 NOTICE:
Our crews work in Tyvek suits with 
respirators which helps to ensure 
your safety as well as theirs. 
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All Major Brands

A/C Specialist
Same Day Service & Repair

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
FREE Estimates

& Second Opinions
On New Units

MAINTENANCE 
PROGRAMS

EMERGENCY 
SERVICE

WHEN QUALITY 
MATTERS MOST, 

WE ARE YOUR SPECIALIST

941.487.0585
Lic # 
CAC1815573

Serving ALL of Sarasota & Manatee Counties
www.theairspecialist.com

Financing WAC

All Major Brands

Maintenance 
Special

Preventative Maintenance 
Check Up

$3400

Check up is for evaluation only, cleaning 
extra, cannot be combined with any 

other o�ers.  Not valid on previous sales. 
New Customers Only

FREE
Service Call
With Paid Repair

($69 Value)
** New Customers Only **

O�er valid with repair.
Not valid with other o�ers

must present coupon at time of servicemust present coupon at time of service

Proudly roofing since 1985

• Insulated Energy Star Rated Roof
• Manufacturer’s Backed 
• Financing Available
• Roof Leaks

Visit our website at comfortcover.org

FL LIC. #CCC 057091

CHECK FOR

PAYMENT
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GONDOLIER STAFF
Editor ...................................... Bev Schumacher
Anniversaries/Birthdays .................
Sunshine Reporter .................... Cassie Dionne
Heads Up .......................................... Greg Ryan
Safety Chairman .......................Glenn Newman
Couriers .....................Jay & Bonni Andrews, Pat Bender,
Pat Morales, Joanne Hawthorne, Fortins, Pat McGee

Insured Licensed

ALL DAY ELECTRIC INC.
David Lapenckas

President

941-650-2496
dlapenckas@yahoo.com
www.electricallday.com

ES12000910
No Job Too Small

APRIL/MAY 2021 GONDOLIER
CUT OFF DATE WILL BE

MONDAY,
MARCH 22, 2021

“Socially Distanced”
Outdoor Line Dancing”

Doors • Low-E Windows • A/C Units 

Screen Rooms • 54”x27” Tubs & Showers

1216 E Venice Ave, Venice
941.493.7500

MOBILE HOME DEPOT
YOUR MOBILE HOME PARTS WAREHOUSE!

 www.mobilehomedepot.net 

10%OFF 

Free EstimatesCOMMUNITY
ROOFING OF FLORIDA, INC.

Lic# CCC1330642"Proudly Serving Your Community"

800-511-2517800-511-2517

100%
Maintenance Free Roofs!

We Do All
Roof Overs, Roof Coatings
Roof Repairs & Inspections  
on all Manufactured Homes

www.CommunityRoof.com
Lifetime Warranty on Labor & Materials!

A+ Rated

facebook
5 Star Rated727-536-9999727-536-9999

bicycle sales and full service. 

941-921-2453
located in the Publix Northridge Plaza

Power Air Conditioning Inc.
Keeping Florida Cool Since 1972

 
       If Excellent Service is a Must

Call Us @ 941-362-8801
Fully Licensed & Insured Lic#CAC029387 

bicycle sales and full service. 

941-921-2453
located in the Publix Northridge Plaza

Power Air Conditioning Inc.
Keeping Florida Cool Since 1972

 
       If Excellent Service is a Must

Call Us @ 941-362-8801
Fully Licensed & Insured Lic#CAC029387 

bicycle sales and full service. 

941-921-2453
located in the Publix Northridge Plaza

Power Air Conditioning Inc.
Keeping Florida Cool Since 1972

 
       If Excellent Service is a Must

Call Us @ 941-362-8801
Fully Licensed & Insured Lic#CAC029387 
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Sub Floor Repair
New Flooring Installation

(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885

Soft Floors?
• Sub-Floor Repair/Replace
• New Laminate Flooring Install

Are Your
Floors
Unsafe?

Are Your
Floors
Unsafe?

ESTIMATES &
SMILES ALWAYS FREE

INSURED &
FAMILY

OPERATED

2nd

Generation
2nd

Generation
Specialist

Mobile Home

10 Yrs Exp.

FL State Licensed Mobile Home 
Installer # IH-1110636

FL State General Contractor
License #1531303


